
Orkney Islands Council 
 
A letter to the Chief Executive of Orkney Islands Council from Annabelle Ewing, 
MSP, in relation to how this Council enforces the 2010 Act has been passed to me 
for comment. 
 
I note the questions posed in Ms Ewing’s letter and would make the following 
comments: 
 

• Orkney Islands Council has no dedicated dog warden officer but we do have 
an animal welfare officer who also generally, when available, deals with any 
dog control issues. 

 
• We do get out of control dogs complaints but they are not common, fewer that 

5 in any year, and they are certainly not on the increase. 
 

• Recent reports of out of control dogs have related to relatively minor incidents 
and have been dealt with by speaking to the owner (or the person in charge at 
the time, or both) and issuing a warning letter rather than issuing a dog control 
notice as this has been deemed appropriate and proportionate taking into 
account all consideration relating to the incident. 
 

• I agree that there may be confusion in the public about whether out of control 
dogs should be reported to the Police or to the local authority, but in our small 
close knit community this makes little difference as both agencies regularly 
work closely together and sharing information and intelligence is 
commonplace. 
 

• Orkney Islands Council has proactively sought to promote responsible dog 
ownership.  Just last week we issued a press release on controlling dogs 
around livestock, given we are in lambing season here, which featured on the 
local radio station, in the local paper and on local social media sites. 

 
I hope that this is useful but please do not hesitate to contact me if you need any 
further information or any clarification. 
 
Best regards 
 
Gary 
Gary Foubister 
Trading Standards Manager 
Development and Infrastructure 
Orkney Islands Council 
Council Offices 
Kirkwall 
Orkney  
 


